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The reciprocals of the wave lengths of the modified lines were as follows 
(the intensities are given in parentheses) and are accurate probably to 
within 6 c m . - 1 . 

24426 (0), 225 (0), 23878 (4), 691 (3), 590 (1), 496 (1), 408 (2), 267 (2), 22507 (00), 
422 (0), 099 (4), 21997 (00), 930 (1), 853 (3), 744 (5), 21640 (1), 556 (0), 501 (1), 20214 
(00), 088 (4), 19972 (5). The lines were correlated, respectively, as follows, the 
ordinal numbers in the preceding list being given first, followed by the respective 
wave number shift. 
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THE PHOTOCHEMICAL POLYMERIZATION OF ACETYLENE 
Sir: 

I t has been reported by several observers1 t h a t the polymerization of 
acetylene to a solid resembling cuprene is induced by either activated 
mercury atoms or by the direct absorption of ultraviolet light. A quanti­
ta t ive investigation of the photochemical reaction has been undertaken 
in the hope of throwing some light on the kinetics of the process and to 
determine whether there is any simple relation between the quantum 
yield and the ion pair yield of the analogous radiochemical reaction.8 

The following are some of the more important results of this investiga­
tion. Using the complete radiation of a quartz mercury arc and a reaction 
vessel three centimeters deep, the reaction velocity was observed to be 
proportional to the pressure of acetylene as long as this pressure was not 
greater than 30 cm.; a t higher pressures the velocity approached a con­
s tant value. I t seems probable therefore t ha t the rate of polymerization 

1 Berthelot and Gaudechon, Compt. rend., 150, 1169 (1910); Bates and Taylor, 
THIS JOURNAL, 49, 2437 (1927); Reinike, Z. angew. Chem., 41, 1144 (1928). 

2 Lind, Bardwell and Perry, THIS JOURNAL, 48, 1556-1575 (1926); Mund and 
Koch, Bull. soc. chim. BeIg., 34, 241-255 (1925). 
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is proportional to the intensity of the absorbed light but is otherwise 
independent of the acetylene pressure. Using the same light source, the 
temperature coefficient of the reaction was determined by comparing the 
rate at 12 and at 39°. The ten degree temperature coefficient, so de­
termined, has a value of 1.25. I t is quite possible that this observed value 
may be largely the temperature coefficient of the light absorption rather 
than that of the chemical reaction. Experiments performed with light 
filters indicate that light of wave length 2537 A. and longer is not efficient 
in producing the reaction; this is probably due to the comparative trans­
parency of acetylene in this region. 

Several determinations of the quantum yield have been made. The 
light source used in these experiments was a mercury arc combined with 
a focal isolation apparatus, which excluded all radiation of wave length 
greater than 2537 A. A weighted average of M/hv, for three separate 
determinations, is 7.4 ± 2.5. The uncertainty of this value is due to 
the precipitation of cuprene on the walls of the reaction cell, which limited 
the measurements to the first two millimeters' reduction in pressure. 
These experiments will be repeated with a more sensitive manometer in 
order to obtain a more accurate value for the quantum yield. Similar 
experiments with allene and the homologs of acetylene are now in progress. 
In all experiments a "hot" mercury arc was used, pressures were measured 
with a quartz spiral manometer and liquid-air traps and gold foil were 
used to prevent the access of mercury vapor to the reaction system. 
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Gmelins Handbuch der anorganischen Chemie. (Gmelin's Handbook of Inorganic 
Chemistry.) Edited by R. J. MEYER. Eighth edition. Beryllium. System-
number 26. Issued by the Deutsche Chemische Gesellschaft, Verlag Chemie 
G. m. b. H., Corneliusstrasse 3, Berlin W 10, Germany, 1930. xviii + 180 pp. 
10 figs. 17 X 25 cm. Price, to subscribers,. M. 23.50; singly, M. 30. 

This volume covers the history of our knowledge of Beryllium, its 
occurrence, the preparation and properties of the free element and the 
preparation and properties of its compounds with elements having 
system-numbers smaller than 26, namely, the non-metals and the alkali 
metals. The literature has been covered to May 1, 1930. 

The collaborators in the preparation of this volume were Martin Hosen-
feld, Hellmut Fischer, Sibylle Cohn-Tolksdorf (atomic and optical proper­
ties) and Adrienne Eisner (the complex compounds). 


